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Water Shortage Bulletins Issued Daily

- Withdrawals prohibited when stages fall 

below elevation 14.0 ft, NGVD



What’s Ahead for Water Supply?

 Below normal rainfall 
predicted due to 
strong La Niña

 Extremely dry 
tributary conditions 
and net inflow 
forecasts for Lake 
Okeechobee

 Increased likelihood 
that Lake 
Okeechobee stage 
will decline to the 
Water Shortage 
Management Band in 
February 2011

SFWMD Water Supply Risk Evaluation (Jan 4, 2010)



Water Shortage Warnings

• Remain in effect for Indian Prairie 
Basins, Lake Istokpoga, and Lake 
Okeechobee Basins

• Call for voluntary water 
conservation

• Increased communication with 
water users, local government & 
public

• Lake Okeechobee: 0.36 feet above 
WSM Trigger Line (1/11/11)



Northern Indian Prairie Basin, Southern 
Indian Prairie & Lakeshore Perimeter 

Pumping from 
Lake Okeechobee 
(G-207 and G-208) 
continues to meet 
demands of the 
Seminole Tribe 
Brighton 
Reservation and 
Southern Indian 
Prairie Basin

G-208



Preparation Activities:
Emergency Operations Center

 Water Conditions Team

 Navigation

 Agriculture

 Nurseries

 Documentation

 STAs

 Ecological

 Environmental 
Enhancement

 Diversion & 
Impoundments

 Enforcement & Compliance

 Golf Course Compliance

 Regulatory & Permitting

 Variances

 Infrastructure (Temporary 
Forward Pumps

 Modeling Support & Analysis

 Water Supply Utilities

 Purchasing

 Finance

 Liaison

 Legal

 Citizen’s Information Line

 Media



Preparation Activities:  
Temporary Forward Pumps

•Engineering activities 
complete

•1,400 cfs capacity

•Contractor awaiting 
notification from SFWMD

•Coordinate installation 
with growers 



Preparation Activities:
Stormwater Treatment Areas

 Goal – Maintain functionality by 
maintaining dry season target water 
levels

 Water deliveries made to STAs 1-E, 
1-W, and 2

 Anticipate water deliveries to STA 3 
and 4 in near future

 Considering hydraulic constraints as 
lake level declines



Preparation Activities: 
Communication & Outreach Activities

 Media Advisories

 Everglades Protection District (Belle 
Glade) – January 14, 2011

 Joint PBC and Broward Water 
Resources Task Force – January 28, 
2011

 Presentations to City & County 
Commissions - Service Center 
Directors



Water Shortage Communication

sfwmd.gov

Quick Links to Information:

• Rainfall maps

• Water conditions

• Conservation

• Water restrictions

• News releases



Preparation Activities:
Upcoming Restrictions

 Lake Okeechobee Service Area –
authorized Executive Director to 
issue order when Lake level enters 
WSM band

 Landscape Irrigation

 3 days per week – Equivalent to 
Phase I of existing rules

 2 days per week – Equivalent to 
Phase II of existing rules


